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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's patent application filed on 5/17/2006. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1 -1 0 have been cancelled by the preliminary amendment filed on 5/1 7/2006. 
Newly filed claims 1 1 -30 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 19 and 29 are objected to because of the following informalities: there is 
missing ending period in the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 16-17 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In regarding claims 16 and 28 recite "wherein the frame member comprises material 
having a first mold characteristic and the layer of material has a second mold 
characteristic that is at least partially incompatible with the first mold characteristic of the 
frame member such that the incompatibility substantially defines the shear plane" is 
confusing. Clarification is required. Claim 17 is depending upon the rejected claim 16 is 
also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 11-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Pat. No. 5,792,552 to Langkamp et al. 
Claim 11: 

Langkamp et al. disclose in Figs. 2-13, a cassette, comprising: a frame member 100 
having at least two sides interconnected by a cross member 50 /1 10; and a 
reinforcement material 14 partially encapsulated by and suspended by the at least two 
sides of said frame member such that the reinforcement material is positioned at a 
predetermined location when placed in a mold tool. 
Claim 12: 

Wherein said frame member 100 includes a spacer lug 44 for positioning said 
reinforcement material 14 at the predetermined location within the mold tool. 
Claim 13: 

Wherein the at least two sides are two opposing sides, and wherein the reinforcement 
material 14 is secured to the two opposite sides of the frame member. 
Claim 14: 

Langkamp et al. disclose in Figs. 2-13, an interior trim panel, comprising: a layer of 
material 2, and a cassette disposed within the layer of material, the cassette including a 
frame member 100 having at least two sides interconnected by a cross member 50/1 10, 
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and a reinforcement material 14 partially encapsulated by and suspended by the at 
least two sides of said frame member, wherein the reinforcement material 14 is 
positioned at a predetermined location within the layer of material. 
Claim 15: 

Further comprising a shear plane 52 located at an intersection of the frame member 100 
and the layer of material 10. 
Claim 16: 

As best understood, wherein the frame member 100 comprises material having a first 
mold characteristic and the layer of material 10 has a second mold characteristic that is 
at least partially incompatible with the first mold characteristic of the frame member 
such that the incompatibility substantially defines the shear plane. 
Claim 17: 

Wherein the first mold characteristic and the second mold characteristic are fully 
incompatible because they are made from two different materials. 
Claim 18: 

Wherein the frame member 1 1 0 and the layer of material 1 0 are bondably attached. 
Claim 19: 

Further comprising a knife edge 1 1 2 on the frame member substantially aligned with the 
shear plane. 
Claim 20: 

Wherein the frame member 110 and the layer of material 10 is are not fully bondably 
attached and define the shear plane. 
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Claim 21: 

Further comprising an outer cassette member 100B for positioning the reinforcement 
material outside a tear seam of the trim panel. 
Claim 22: 

Wherein the cassette further comprises at least one spacer lug 44 for positioning the 
reinforcement material. 
Claim 23: 

Wherein the frame member 100 includes two opposing sides, and wherein the 
reinforcement material 14 is secured to the two opposite sides of the frame member. 
Claim 24: 

Langkamp et al. disclose an interior trim panel, comprising: a layer of material 1 0; a 
reinforcement material 14; and means 100 for partially encapsulating and suspending 
said reinforcement material to define a cassette such that said reinforcement material is 
positioned at a predetermined location when placed in a mold tool. 
Claim 25: 

Wherein the partially encapsulating and suspending means is selected from the group 
consisting of a frame member 100 and a spine 52 having ribs (Fig. 9). 
Claim 26: 

Wherein the partially encapsulating and suspending means is a frame member 100 
comprising at least two sides interconnected by a cross member50/1 10, and wherein 
said reinforcement material 14 is partially encapsulated by and suspended by the at 
least two sides of said frame member. 
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Claim 27: 

Further comprising a shear plane 52 defined at an interface between the partially 
encapsulating and suspending means 100 and the layer of material 10. 
Claim 28: 

Wherein the partially encapsulating and suspending means 100 has a first mold 
characteristic and the layer of material has a second mold characteristic that is 
incompatible with the first mold characteristic such that the incompatibility therebetween 
defines the shear plane. 
Claim 29: 

Further comprising a knife edge 112 on the partially encapsulating and suspending 
means substantially aligned with the shear plane. 
Claim 30: 

Further comprising an outer cassette member 100B for positioning the reinforcement 
material outside a tear seam of the trim panel. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 

/C. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



